Simultaneous multiple toe transfers in hand reconstruction.
Our experience with simultaneous transfer of two or more toe units to the same hand where multiple digits were missing is presented. Forty-six toes from 38 feet were transferred to reconstruct 19 hands in 19 patients. The transfers consisted of 7 combined second and third toe units and 32 single toes. Three patients had a primary and 16 patients had a secondary reconstruction. There was one complete and one partial failure. The two-point discrimination ranged from 6 mm to protective sensation. Total active movement averaged 57 degrees in the thumb and 127, 93, 71, and 68 degrees, respectively, in the fingers reconstructed at middle phalanx, proximal phalanx, metacarpophalangeal joint, and metacarpal head. Pulp-to-pulp pinch averaged 2.4 kg in patients who had thumbs reconstructed and averaged 3.0 kg in patients who had normal thumbs. There was no cold intolerance, and no significantly disabled foot occurred except one with scissoring deformity. Simultaneous multiple toe transfer in hand reconstruction is feasible without increased complications both in primary and secondary wound conditions. It is time-effective and cost-effective.